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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Irtemational application No. 

PCT/JP2004/011275 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the langpage. this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language ^ , ' 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ 

international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international a^lication (Rule 12.4) 

international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55,3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

I I the international application as originally filed/furnished 



the description: 
pages 1-3 » 5-16 

pages* _4 

pages* 4/1 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 27 . 04 .2005 



received by this Authority on 07 .09.2005 



the claims: 

1-16 



nos. 



as cniginally filed/furnished 



18,19 



17 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 27.04.2005 

received by this Authority on 07.09.2005 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/3-3/3 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any rdated table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs ^ 

the sequence listing (specify)\ ^ . 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)', 



4. I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the annendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
I — I they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages „ 

the claims, nos. , . 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify)'. . 

any tab!e(s) rdated to sequence listing (specify)-. — . 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appllcabUlty; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



L Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 14, 15, 19 



Claims 1-13, 16-18 



Claims 

Claims 1-19 



Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 — 19 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 1 to 13 and 16 to 18 lack novelty and do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 to 
3, indicated below. 

Document 1 discloses a polyvinyl alcohol-based 
resin that has a degree of saponification of between 93.0 
and 99.9 mol% and a degree of polymerization of between 
500 and 2000, and further presents a mixture that 
comprises an ethyl acrylate, a methyl methacrylate and an 
acrylic acid as an example of a monomer mixture that can 
be polymerized in the presence of said polyvinyl alcohol- 
based resin (example 4) , 

Therein, the composition disclosed in document 1 
comprises 40 to 200 parts by weight of a polyvinyl 
alcohol resin in relation to 100 parts by weight of the 
copolymer composition, and thus the ratio of the 
polyvinyl alcohol resin to the vinyl monomers falls 
within a range of approximately 3 : 7 to 7 : 3 . 

Document 2 discloses a composition which comprises 
0.2 to 30.0 parts of a polymerizable vinyl monomer that 
contains carboxyl groups per 100 parts of the PVA, as 
well as 0.2 to 30.0 parts of a polymerizable vinyl 
monomer that is capable of reacting with carboxyl groups 
so as to form chemical bonds per 100 parts of the PVA. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



dtattons and explanations supporting such statement 

Therein, document 2 also indicates that 5 to 80% by 
weight of the polymerizable vinyl monomers are 
(co) polymerized in the presence of 20 to 95% by weight 
of a polyvinyl alcohol and/or a derivative thereof 
(claims 1 and 7) , 

Claims 14, 15 and 19 do not involve an inventive 
step in the light of documents 1 and 4. 

Document 4 discloses a feature wherein a coating 
composition that comprises a polyvinyl alcohol as a base 
agent is used to coat medicaments, food products and the 
like. As a result, it would have been easy for a person 
skilled in the art to conceive of likewise using the 
polyvinyl alcohol-based coating composition that is 
disclosed in document 1 in order to coat medicaments, 
food products and the like. 



Prior Art Documents 

Document 1: JP 2002-105383 A (Saiden Chemical Industry 

Co-, Ltd.), 10 April 2002 
Document 2: JP 60-255811 A (Teikoku Chemical Industries 

Co., Ltd.), 17 December 1985 
Document 3: WO 02/017848 Al (Nisshin Kasei Co., Ltd.), 07 

March 2002 

Document 4: JP 2003-509339 A (Berwind Pharmaceutical 
Services, Inc.), 11 March 2003 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fiiUy supported by 
the description^ are made: 

The amendments dated 07 September 2005 amend claim 
17 so as to add the disclosure ^Mo not include a 
copolymer of a polyvinyl alcohol and a polymer izable 
vinyl monomer that is capable of reacting with carboxyl 
groups so as to form chemical bonds" and the disclosure 
^Mo not include a copolymer of a polyvinyl alcohol that 
has an average degree of polymerization of between 1500 
and 1700 and an unsaturated carboxylic acid, a salt 
thereof or an ester of the unsaturated carboxylic acid" 
thereto • 

However, the features in question are not disclosed 
in the description that was submitted when the 
application was originally filed. 
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